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MEMORANDUM FCR THE HEADS OF EXECUTI VE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCI ES

SUBJECT: Strategy for the Devel opnment and Transfer of Assistive
Technol ogy and Uni versal Design

It is my Administration’s policy to accelerate the devel opment and

depl oynent of assistive technol ogy and technol ogy that pronotes

uni versal design. Assistive technology nmintains or inproves the
functional capabilities of people with disabilities. Universal design
is the design of products and environments that enables all people to
use these products, to the greatest extent possible, w thout the need
for adaptation or specialized design. Assistive technol ogies and
products that incorporate universal design principles can significantly
i mprove the quality of life for people with disabilities and increase
their ability to participate in the workpl ace.

Therefore, to inprove the quality of life for people with disabilities,
| direct as follows: (a) The Interagency Commttee on Disability
Research (ICDR) shall, within 120 days fromthe date of this directive,
publish a report identifying priority areas for the advancenent of

assi stive technol ogi es and uni versal design capabilities. This report
shoul d be prepared in cooperation with the disability and the research
conmmunities. The report should cover technol ogi es needed for inproving
or increasing:

-- Sensory functioning, such as digital technol ogies to enhance speech
intelligibility;

-- Mobi lity enhancenent, such as advanced prosthetic devices

-- Mani pul ation ability;

-- Cogni tive function;

-- Accessibility of information and conmuni cati ons technol ogy, such as
text-to-speech and speech recognition systens; and

-- Accessibility to, and nobility within, the physical environnent.

(b) Follow ng the issuance of this report, each agency that participates
in the Small Business |Innovation Research program (SBIR) shall

consistent with current |law, develop a strategy for enhancing the
transfer of technology that can contribute to the needs and requirenents
identified by the ICDR  This strategy nust address both intranural and
extramural research and devel opnent. Agencies shall publish their



strategies 6 nonths after the issuance of the I CDR report. Agency
strategi es should include, but not be linited to, the devel opment of
focused solicitations under the SBIR program

Thi s menorandum does not create any right or benefit, substantive or

procedural, enforceable by law, by a party against the United States,
its officers, its enployees, or any other person
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